67 15t Street

— The National Register of Historic Places nomination for the
East Wheeling Historic District (1999) describes this
property as “Two story, three bay, brick Italianate with
Eastlake details. Full fagade shingled front porch with
sleeping porch on second floor. Elaborate hood molds of
metal. Italianate facade added. Double house with 65 15%
Street. 1 contributing building.” The nomination estimates
the construction date as c. 1850. However, the Ohio County
Assessor has an estimate of 1900 as the construction date,
and deed and city directory listings, as detailed below,
suggest 1884 as the date that the building that currently
stands at this address was built.

An 1871 map of the neighborhood was made when 14 Street was called Quincy and 15" was
Centre. The house labeled N.C. Arthur is located at the current address of 67 15" Street. Deed
records show that Nathaniel Arthur was the owner at that time, but the shape of the house is not
consistent with the current footprint. (Nothing more was found about Arthur.)
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1871 City Map (Ohio County Public Library Archives)

Deed records show that Joseph Bodley purchased the property in 1879. Bodley (1828-1897) was
listed as being a bricklayer and contractor in the 1880 Wheeling City Directory. At that time, he
and his wife Lucretia (nee, Donley 1832-1914) lived next door at 69 15" Street, along with at
least some of their children - Mary, Joseph W., Ida Belle, Edwin B., and Anne Maud. On
December 26, 1883, Ida Bodley (1863-1933) married John William Brooks (1856-1922). A
description of their wedding appeared in the Wheeling Daily Intelligencer the next day,
describing Brooks as a “well-known businessman.”



KROUKA-HODLEY.

Fleannnl Weddfug ou Fifteenth Stpeet
Lne«t Night,

Orse of the ,ecasantest 8:cial occasions of
the sea-: » wa« the warriage Irst night at the
‘residercs of tue niide’'s father, Mr. Joseph
A Itod.ev.on Filteenth street, of Mr J.
Wil RBroeks. 8 weli srown bos ness mAan;
and Mus Jda B. B dlev. Bsv Dr J. R
‘Smitb, jasicrof tue Fourth ture=t M, E
Chureh, performed the ceremony The
“bapy.y couple lefs on thu B. & O road this
maroing for 8 10urof t'ie eastern of les.

Mar+ valuable and tastef{ul presenta wore

e~ived zmotg them heing a check for
$! LW [rom the bride's father, topether with
u bel room eet and a hands>me family Bible
from the bride's mother Mrs. K srooks,
slankets and spreads: Mr. and M-+a. R D.

Brooke, b rdeaux velvet rccker, * Afiss
Ruma Bodley, willow rocker Migs
Maud Bodley, silver tea spoops, Ei.

weri Bodiey, ebony oc'ock, Mr. and Mrs.
Jas. Bodley, sllver water se1, Mizy Bessie El-

suD, cut gia:s water set, Jos. E's \n, cut glass

piékle castor Jno, L Xnbhl, silver mnolassee
pitcher; My, arid Mvs.D. Brdrey, porcelstx tex
pH', Mr. and Mrs. J H. Kasley, silver fruit
bowi, 3r and M s L H, Albright, siiver but-
ter knif« Mias Allie Rippey, band painted
piacqns, Dr. and Mies Gremlre gilver
cake ba:ke Mizss Anna Johnsnn, glass set;
M s+ Lottie Walters,hand painted [rait plates:
Mr and Mra. Dr. J W AMorris, butter disb and
kniver 'M ss MNaggis Bodley, silver mounted
pickel czator, Mra. E. I.. Welegerber, brorze

mounted pin cushion; Miss Carrie F. 8mith,.

hand painted cup and sauosr; Mr. and Mrs.
E. Yat¢s, bloe satin pin ‘cuxhjon, Mr, and
Mre. W. R. Dnd'ey, brass fire se!, Miss Belle
Robb, towelr; ¥rv, D. K. Jordap, table linen;
AMfe. Charles Jaets, allver- pickel castor;
Mr. H C. Richa‘da slivés butier disd;
Mrs. Rinehart, silvey hutter knife, Miss Jesglo
Deap, white satin cushioo; Mr. John Ralib,
iat of-carvers; Mrs. Ribheldafferand son, allver
:tkﬁbukot: MigsClara Wallace, embroidered
1andkezoblef case; Hon. J, B. Donnally,
Jcott’s poems; Mita Nellie Donnelly, irrides-
ent vases,

The 1884 City Directory lists Brooks’
occupation as “Superintendent, Kasley &
Brooks, lower bank,” and the entry for
the company states that they were
“dealers in anthracite and bituminous
coal and coke, manufacturers and dealers
in brick, office 1744 Market Street.” A
large ad accompanied the directory
listing.
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Brooks’ residence that same year is
shown as 67 15™ Street. It seems possible
— even likely — that contractor Joseph
Bodley had 67 15" Street built for his
daughter (next door to her childhood
home) and son-in-law around the time of
their marriage, thus dating the house to
about 1884.

Wheeling Daily Intelligencer,
December 27, 1883




The first detailed map of the neighborhood is the 1890 Sanborn Insurance Map. It clearly shows
67 15" Street as a two-story, brick structure with a few frame outbuildings at the rear of the

property.

1890 Sanborn Insurance Map

The 1902 Sanborn Map shows a similar footprint, with some interior changes. In both maps, it
appears that the house was set back from the street a bit, suggesting that the current front porch
and second-level “sleeping porch” were added later.

1902 Sanborn Insurance Map

Ida and John Brooks had two sons — (Joseph) Bodley Brooks (1885-1942) and Stewart Rhodes
Brooks (1888-1942). Ida became the owner of 67 15™ Street in 1886, when it was deeded to her
by her parents Joseph and Lucretia Bodley. And apparently she also later became the owner of
69 15™ Street. Her will (attached) shows that she left the 69 15™ Street property to son Bodley
Brooks and 67 15™ Street to son Stewart Brooks, following her death in 1933.

Stewart Brooks married Iris Cherry (1890-1950), and the couple lived at 67 15™ Street. Stewart’s
obituary states that he worked as a contractor and then at LaBelle Nail Works for 20 years. Their
son was William Stewart Brooks (1909-1986) was deeded the property in 1935. His obituary
stated that he was “employed as a federal auditor for the department of the Army and served in
the Army Intelligence during World War II. He was former state mutual auditor of the W. Va.
Racing Commission, formerly served as treasurer of the city of Wheeling, and served as the
city’s auditor from 1961-1982.” He had been a member of several professional organizations and



also a 50-year member of the Wheeling Musical Society and a member of the Beethoven Singing
society.

William Brooks married Ingrid Schiffendecker (1926-2000), who worked as a claims
representative for Blue Cross, Blue Shield, and the couple had two sons — Bernard S. Brooks
(1947-January 2024) and Geoffrey Brooks (1954-April 2024).

Following the deaths of Bernard and Geoffrey Brooks, both in 2024, the property was purchased
in October 2024 by William Ryan Stuehler, who plans to rehabilitate the property.

Prepared by Jeanne Finstein, Friends of Wheeling
November 21, 2024
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FindaGrave.com
National Register Nomination for East Wheeling
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Wheeling Intelligencer



1da B. Brooks "Wille,

1 - 1ds E, Brooks, do claim this %0 be xy lact will and Sectapment and Yeing of
sound mind do make the following begqueat.
First - I bequeath to ®my grandgon Willism S. Brooks $2500.00 (Two thougard
five hundred dollars) Qask
Second - 1 begueath to my grendeor Joseph 3. Brooks §2500.00 {Two thousand
five bundred dollars) Cask
Third - After the mynent of all of =y just debts I heéreby bequuath the
talunce of ny estate in the following oanner.
{a) - To my won Bodley Evooks 1 begueath the house and lot known an &3-14»
Street and one thoupard dollars. ==
(2} - 26 zy Son Stewnrt DBrocke I bequostk the houga known ma 67.16% gtweet
Believisg the A 2 B beguest 1o be of equal value
{C) To my son Bodley Brooks I beguessh the following persspal belonglnga
My parentc old Tamily Fible, My fatter & Mother's portralf, One large diasond
to be made 1nto n stick-pin, And ome chalr of ay perlor Twrniturs.
(D) To %y son Stewart I lesve hie parents old family 3ible, My mothers
iateut portralt, Unole David'e and Pavids portrait One large dlamend %o be yade
inta a stick-pin, and oy e=all diamond ring, and one ohair of oy parlor fureiture
o my grardesn Willlan I leave bis grondfsthere watch, and the guilt ssde by xy
Kother
To my grandson Joscph I leave sy watch, and the blue and shite cover 110 wade Yy
®y grandrother
To Irio 9. Brooks I leave my Cameo pinm, my baviland china aet, My white and black
silk cvening drescso
?¢ Laure ¥, Evooks I leave my OGold neckloce, sy cut glees Candlabra and cut glaos
ard xy evening coat
To uarianna Farnas I ieave ay Mother's ¥ink Cape ond to M¥aude Post =y gold
bracelet. To Anglleon B. Orahaz § leave her mothers portralt, To ay Slster
feea 1 leave 83l =y Modern clothes, and brother =d __
To Luoretis B, Briceland I lewve ___ To Emea Travie I loave
fo sy firet great grané dsughter | leave ay wedding dregs
Foursh 1 do berevy do give and bequeath the balance of ny eptate and effecth
consboting of Teal estute, Stocke, and goney sleo peresval proparty of which I
pay dic possepsed, te my two sona Podler and 9tewart Brooks share and ghare alice

1 sappoint J. Bodléy Brooks 4nd Stewurt R. Brooke sy ecne, as joint
executors of this sy will, Witkaut Bond.

In witneso wheres! I leve cubecri®ed the presents at Whealing W. Va.
the day of Mar 9» 1§28 in the precence of three witnesses.

tda 3, Srooks

gigned by the Testetyr, ag_for her last Will and Testament )Witness Jno. 4
in presence of us, who &t her request, and im her pregence, and IWitness H. C. O
in the presense of cach sther, bave hersunto subsoribed our namedWitneas Joba b

as witnesses. }

Tente;

© Qlerk.
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