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67 15th Street 
 

The National Register of Historic Places nomination for the 
East Wheeling Historic District (1999) describes this 
property as “Two story, three bay, brick Italianate with 
Eastlake details. Full façade shingled front porch with 
sleeping porch on second floor. Elaborate hood molds of 
metal. Italianate façade added. Double house with 65 15th 
Street. 1 contributing building.” The nomination estimates 
the construction date as c. 1850. However, the Ohio County 
Assessor has an estimate of 1900 as the construction date, 
and deed and city directory listings, as detailed below, 
suggest 1884 as the date that the building that currently 
stands at this address was built. 

 
An 1871 map of the neighborhood was made when 14th Street was called Quincy and 15th was 
Centre. The house labeled N.C. Arthur is located at the current address of 67 15th Street. Deed 
records show that Nathaniel Arthur was the owner at that time, but the shape of the house is not 
consistent with the current footprint. (Nothing more was found about Arthur.) 

1871 City Map (Ohio County Public Library Archives) 
 
Deed records show that Joseph Bodley purchased the property in 1879. Bodley (1828-1897) was 
listed as being a bricklayer and contractor in the 1880 Wheeling City Directory. At that time, he 
and his wife Lucretia (nee, Donley 1832-1914) lived next door at 69 15th Street, along with at 
least some of their children - Mary, Joseph W., Ida Belle, Edwin B., and Anne Maud. On 
December 26, 1883, Ida Bodley (1863-1933) married John William Brooks (1856-1922). A 
description of their wedding appeared in the Wheeling Daily Intelligencer the next day, 
describing Brooks as a “well-known businessman.”  
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The 1884 City Directory lists Brooks’ 
occupation as “Superintendent, Kasley & 
Brooks, lower bank,” and the entry for 
the company states that they were 
“dealers in anthracite and bituminous 
coal and coke, manufacturers and dealers 
in brick, office 1744 Market Street.” A 
large ad accompanied the directory 
listing.  

                1884 Wheeling City Directory 
 
 
 
 
Brooks’ residence that same year is 
shown as 67 15th Street. It seems possible 
– even likely – that contractor Joseph 
Bodley had 67 15th Street built for his 
daughter (next door to her childhood 
home) and son-in-law around the time of 
their marriage, thus dating the house to 
about 1884. 
 
 
 

                   
 
 
 
Wheeling Daily Intelligencer,  
December 27, 1883 
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The first detailed map of the neighborhood is the 1890 Sanborn Insurance Map. It clearly shows 
67 15th Street as a two-story, brick structure with a few frame outbuildings at the rear of the 
property. 

1890 Sanborn Insurance Map 
 
 
The 1902 Sanborn Map shows a similar footprint, with some interior changes. In both maps, it 
appears that the house was set back from the street a bit, suggesting that the current front porch 
and second-level “sleeping porch” were added later. 

1902 Sanborn Insurance Map 
 

Ida and John Brooks had two sons – (Joseph) Bodley Brooks (1885-1942) and Stewart Rhodes 
Brooks (1888-1942). Ida became the owner of 67 15th Street in 1886, when it was deeded to her 
by her parents Joseph and Lucretia Bodley. And apparently she also later became the owner of 
69 15th Street. Her will (attached) shows that she left the 69 15th Street property to son Bodley 
Brooks and 67 15th Street to son Stewart Brooks, following her death in 1933. 
 
Stewart Brooks married Iris Cherry (1890-1950), and the couple lived at 67 15th Street. Stewart’s 
obituary states that he worked as a contractor and then at LaBelle Nail Works for 20 years. Their 
son was William Stewart Brooks (1909-1986) was deeded the property in 1935. His obituary 
stated that he was “employed as a federal auditor for the department of the Army and served in 
the Army Intelligence during World War II. He was former state mutual auditor of the W. Va. 
Racing Commission, formerly served as treasurer of  the city of Wheeling, and served as the 
city’s auditor from 1961-1982.” He had been a member of several professional organizations and 
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also a 50-year member of the Wheeling Musical Society and a member of the Beethoven Singing 
society.  
 
William Brooks married Ingrid Schiffendecker (1926-2000), who worked as a claims 
representative for Blue Cross, Blue Shield, and the couple had two sons – Bernard S. Brooks 
(1947-January 2024) and Geoffrey Brooks (1954-April 2024). 
 
Following the deaths of Bernard and Geoffrey Brooks, both in 2024, the property was purchased 
in October 2024 by William Ryan Stuehler, who plans to rehabilitate the property.  
 
Prepared by Jeanne Finstein, Friends of Wheeling 
November 21, 2024 
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